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Burmese nationalism was active and the Burmese Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry as well as the Burmese Mer-
chants' Association passed numerous resolutions, but both
were naturally helpless to ameliorate the deteriorating eco-
nomic situation. Black markets prevailed while price control
and rationing broke down to a very large extent.
Local trade in cotton and groundnuts was largely in the
hands of the Japan Cotton Trading Company and other Jap-
anese firms. Village headmen were made purchasing agents,
and were required to purchase half the crop (or some other
fixed proportion) under severe penalties. Naturally, the price
paid for this compulsory purchase was much below the black-
market level, and it is believed that many farmers concealed
part of their crops. The Japanese also attempted to compel
farmers in certain areas to sell half their rice at controlled
rates, but appear to have been unsuccessful in this attempt.
THE REHABILITATION PERIOD
The first two years of the rehabilitation period saw steady
but uncomfortably slow progress in remedying the economic
distress, bordering on chaos, which characterized the internal
trade of Burma in the Japanese period. The individual shop
continued to be the center of retail trade, but while an increas-
ing stream of textiles and other commodities was imported by
the Civil Supplies Board,6 it was never sufficient to cope with
the demand. The high prices of commodities was a prime
subject of political speeches, along with the shortage of supply.7
Pilferage of imported goods left under guard on the docks was
a cause of common and bitter complaint, and thefts of all kinds
were unbelievably prevalent, with the day bazaar competing
with the night bazaar in selling stolen goods at inflated prices.
The Government published extensive lists of foodstuffs,
textiles, hardware, and miscellaneous items for which maxi-
6 See chapter xii, pp. 177-80*
7 Cf. President Aung San's address to the Supreme Council of the Anti-
Fascist Peoples' Freedom League, reported In the May 19, 1946, issue of
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